HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN?
ports than to carry German coal by rail from Western
Germany or Upper Silesia.
Two-thirds of all coal which was exported in the
world before the World War came from British mines.
After the World War the British coal-mining industry
lost this dominant position, and it has never since
reached the levels of 1913 production and export.
The 287 million tons of coal which were produced in
Great Britain in 1913 and the 98 million tons of British
coal which were exported in that year have remained
as a record. It is true that 1913 was a peak year in
economic history and that the results of that year were
therefore particularly favourable, but apart from 1913
the average annual production and the average annual
export of the four years which preceded the World
War have also never been achieved again. The peak
year 1929 saw a production of only 258 million tons of
coal in Great Britain, and the peak year 1937 produced
even less, only 241 million tons.
When we search for the reasons which have caused
this decline of the British coal-mining industry since
the World War we find all those factors especially
evident which have played a similar role in the history
of all other great branches of British industry, and their
sum total weakens the industrial position of Great
Britain. The early development of coal-mining in
Great Britain gave her a big preliminary advantage
over other countries, but it also resulted in many of the
mines being uneconomical^ planned. The lack of
serious competition in the world permitted British
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